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The Cattle Plague in Norfolk. 
By William Smith, Esq., M.R.O.V.S. 

[Read before Section P, British Association, at Norwich, August, 1868.] 

Cattle Plague, Steppe Murrain, or Rinderpest, is a highly con- 
tagious and infectious fever of the eruptive or exanthematous kind 
affecting the Ox tribe, to which it is indigenous in the Steppes of 
Western Russia, and does not break out in other parts of Europe, 
unless introduced from its home on these plains by the specific 
virus from infected animals ; no amount of filth, overcrowding, or 
other depressing influences has hitherto produced it in any other 
part of the world. 

It is a bovine disorder, but sheep, goats, deer, and others of the 
border Ruminantia, will take it from the ox by inoculation or asso- 
ciation. It does not maintain that virulent and destructive 
character in the systems of these animals that it does in those 
of oxen ; it kills from 70 to 80 per cent, of the ox tribe when it 
gets into the herds of Europe, but is not so fatal on its native 
plains. It has an incubative period of from four to nine days, and 
in some instances even more. Any of the fluids of an infected 
beast will reproduce it in another by inoculation. It seldom or 
never attacks the same animal twice. 

Symptoms and Duration. 

These observed in Norfolk were various, some of the most pro- 
minent were occasionally absent, but amongst the earliest were 
elevation of temperature which, as indicated by the thermometer, 
rose from 102° P. — the mark in health — when introduced into the 
rectum or vagina, to 104° and 106°. In a few days the mucus 
membrane of the mouth was generally reddened and the pulse 
increased ; sometimes an eruption was to be seen on the nose, udder, 
belly, and thighs ; dulness, loss of appetite, constipation, &c. ; at a 
more advanced stage diarrhoea set in with bloody discharges. The 
beast frequently, but not invariably, hung its head and lopped its 
ears, had a slimy and copious discharge from eyes and nostrils, 
which adhered to the face ; stinking breath, increased respiration, 
accompanied with moaning, then followed great prostration, lower- 
ing of temperature, twitchings of muscles, a deposit of cheesy-like 
matter on gums and in under lip, with marginal excoriated lines 
round the necks of the teeth, emphysema of body, &c, &c. Death 
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occurred from five to seven days after the beast was observed 
decidedly ill, and which was attended by an increase of some or 
more of these symptoms. 

Postmortem Appearances. 

The rumen was generally found full of food, as were the second 
and third stomachs (these often showing little signs of disease, the 
fourth stomach always did), the mucus membrane being spotted 
with red, and showed marks of extravasated blood, as also did the 
mucus coat of the intestines. The heart, urinary organs, lining 
membranes of trachea, bronchial tubes, and most of the other 
organs of the body were marked with petechial spots. 

Treatment. 

This, by means of drugs, in Norfolk, was of the most persistent, 
varied, and unsuccessful character. The county is remarkable, 
however, for having, in conjunction with the London Homcepathic 
Society, instituted the first and last costly and extended series of 
experiments in homoeopathy that were ever made in this disease ; 
the result was a complete and total failure. A prize of the value 
of 100Z. was offered by the Lord Lieutenant of Norfolk to the 
person who should be the most successful in treating the disease, 
without having a single applicant, so little amenable to medicine 
was the disease in this county. 

Vaccination also signally failed. Several cows in this city were 
vaccinated, the vesicles formed went through their usual course, 
and were considered perfect, but so little was its protective power, 
that every one of them, having previously been exposed to the 
contagion of rinderpest, became ill and were killed, having the 
disease in a severe form. 

History — the Cattle Plague, 8fc. 

The cattle plague has been known for more than a thousand 
years to have periodically devastated the continent of Europe. 
About 810 it is supposed to have visited England; we have no 
authentic record of its having broken out in this island again until 
1714, when, strange to say, it appeared in Islington about the 
middle of July, it committed great ravages for about three months, 
and disappeared towards Christmas in the same year. It re-appeared 
in April, 1745, being, it is supposed, imported into England by 
some calves from Holland; it lasted twelve years, and killed many 
thousand head of cattle ; it soon, as in the outbreak of 1865, found 
its way into Norfolk, establishing centres of contagion in the same 
districts that have so recently suffered from it. In March, 1770, it 
was imported into Portsoy, in the Moray Firth, but was stamped 
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out with a comparatively trifling loss, the spread of the disease 
being prevented by the judicious and timely slaughter of the 
affected beasts and those which had been in contact with them, and 
in Aberdeen in 1865 it was twice stamped out by the adoption of 
similar means. 

The outbreak in England of 1865 occurred in the middle of 
June, and was first observed at Islington, as in a former instance, 
and like it soon found its way into Norfolk. Tt was brought by a 
lot of foreign oxen from the metropolitan into Norwich market on 
Saturday, 1st July, by cattle dealers, some of which were sent to 
North Walsham and Trunch, and the remainder to Whitwell, 
parishes lying 15 and 12 miles north and north-west of Norwich. 
Prom these two centres of contagion the pest rapidly spread, and 
within about a month the loss in the North Walsham district alone 
was estimated at the time to amount to 1,059?. On the 4th August 
— I must be excused for saying that having been consulted in 
connection with Mr. Shipley, V.S., of North "Walsham, at Mr. Bide- 
well' s, of Trunch, with regard to the disease of his oxen, that I had 
such strong suspicion of its nature, that I felt it my duty to 
address a letter to the Privy Council Office on the same evening, 
drawing its attention to the facts that no efforts were being made 
to arrest it, free intercourse between diseased and healthy beasts 
was permitted, and the carcases of those which died of the malady 
were, in many instances, so carelessly disposed of, being scarcely 
covered with earth, and sometimes only with a little litter, that 
unless some restrictive measures were speedily adopted, a large 
proportion of the beasts in this neighbourhood would be destroyed. 
To this letter a reply was received by return, dated 5th August, 
stating that the Lord President of the Council had directed it to be 
placed in the hands of Professor Simonds, and that an inspector 
should be sent to Norwich with a view to ascertain whether any 
and what steps could be taken to arrest the progress and prevent 
the spread of this very serious disease. 

In the Beepham district the pest was scarcely less active, 
although it was stated that 50 per cent, of the early cases recovered. 
This was an exception to the rule, for between 70 and 80 per cent., 
and even more, succumbed to its virulence in the other infected 
places, not only in Norfolk, but, I believe, throughout the kingdom. 

Through the instrumentality of Mr. C. S. Bead, M.P. for 
Norfolk, a meeting of the agriculturists of the county was held on 
the 5th of August, a committee formed, and a deputation appointed 
to the Board of Trade to get the Orders of Council of the 24th of 
June extended to the infected rural districts, who urged upon the 
Government that a great means of checking the disease would be 
to prevent the diseased cattle from being sent from the metro- 
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politan market into the country districts. The deputation was 
informed that the authorities could not interfere in such a way with 
the trade of the country. Thus the result of the deputation was 
practically valueless, and it was suggested by Mr. Read, and adopted 
by the meeting, that the agriculturists of the county should help 
themselves, and that a mutual assurance company should be at 
once formed, that they should combine and agree not to purchase 
any stock for at least six weeks, and that a subscription should be 
raised for the purpose of relieving those who had already, or might 
become sufferers. This agreement to abstain from purchasing fresh 
stock, did important service to the county, and was a great means of 
checking for a time the progress of the disease ; many, however, 
who did not enter into the agreement, bought stock and suffered 
severely for their folly, but, unfortunately, not singly, for they were 
the means of carrying the disease to their neighbours, and of 
establishing fresh centres of contagion, and many outbreaks were 
traced to these proceedings. 

On the 12th August, one of the largest and most influential 
meetings of noblemen and agriculturists of Norfolk that ever was 
held in the county assembled, when a subscription was entered into, 
headed by Lord Leicester with the munificent donation of 500?., 
and the Norfolk Cattle Plague Association formed, which did such 
great and memorable service to the county. And not alone by its 
compensation fund was this effected, but its complete organisation, 
its moral influence, its activity in watching the progress of the pest, 
and sending out its agents and inspectors to control, as far as 
possible, its destructive power, its directions for isolating affected 
animals, disinfecting premises, and advice for the adoption of such 
preventive measures as it had at its command, were the additional 
means it employed to ensure the great success that followed the 
operations of the association, which is best told by its results, and 
which will shortly be detailed. 

Notwithstanding the warnings the then Government continually 
received of the pestilential nature and probable effect of the con- 
tagious and infectious disease which was prevailing in the metro- 
polis, it was not until the 24th of July — nearly six weeks having 
passed away since the outbreak in Islington — before they took any 
action in the matter, when the Privy Council Order, bearing that 
date, was issued, declaring the disease to be of an uncertain nature. 
Although by this time the certainty of its nature had been too well 
established, as it had extended into Norfolk and several other rural 
districts, yet the order simply required the owners of cattle in the 
fnetropolis to give notice to the Clerk of the Privy Council of the 
existence of any analogous disease in their sheds, inflicting a penalty 
of 20I. for its non-observance. 
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The effect of this order was decidedly to spread the disease 
throughout the country, as the cowkeepers sent their stock into the 
metropolitan market for sale rather than risk the destruction of it 
after giving such information — no offer of compensation to the owners 
of cattle destroyed under the order being given, or hope of such held 
out — and thus from the metropolitan market it was sent into 
Norfolk and the country districts. Not until the 26th of August, 
another period of seven weeks having elapsed before the Order in 
Council was extended into the country, or any steps whatever taken 
to arrest the progress of the disease in Norfolk by the Government, 
although it was urged, as it has already been stated, to do so by a 
deputation sent from this county to the Board of Trade as early as 
the 7th of August, and it was not until the 29th of September that 
the power was given to the local authorities to close the fairs and 
markets of the county ; but the value of this part of the order was 
lessened by taking from the veterinary inspectors the power of 
slaughtering diseased beasts, which could only now be done in cases 
where the owners refused to obey their directions as to isolation. 
Oxen from infected herds were still moved about, under licence 
from inspectors, from the country to the metropolitan districts, and 
not unfrequently back again, carrying their pestilential exhalations 
everywhere in their trail. 

It will be seen from the figures in the Government returns, that 
from the outbreak in Norfolk on the 1st July to the 21st October, 
when the first Government report was issued, that there had been 
705 attacks, of which 296 were killed and 290 died; from the 
21st of October to the 25th of November, a period of only five 
weeks, so great had been the blundering of the Government, that 
although eight Orders of Council had been already issued, they 
were utterly effete and powerless, and unable to arrest in any 
degree the progress of the pest. 

The number attacked from the outbreak on the 1st of July to 
the 25th of November, now amounted to 1,709. The increase of 
the malady in this short period in Norfolk amounted to 1,004 
beasts. The Orders in Council generally gave great dissatisfaction 
throughout the county, and the eighth, issued on the 23rd of 
November, actually permitted animals to be sent by railway both 
through and out of the infected districts ; in fact, the Government 
was so vacillating and timid in its action, and the Orders in Council 
so perplexing, that neither magistrates nor inspectors knew from 
day to day what the law was on the matter, and frequent applicar 
tions had to be made to Secretary Sir George Grey for explanations 
of them, and which were often as unsatisfactory as the orders they 
were intended to elucidate. 

On the 23rd of November compulsory slaughter ceased, and was 
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not resumed until the 24th of March in the following year, in this 
period of four months, an increase of attacks to the number of 
4,22 5 occurred. From the month of March to July following, when 
slaughter was resumed, markets and fairs prohibited, infected places 
declared and dealt with, and licences established (a period of 
another four months) the number of attacks was reduced to only 
726, against 4,225 in the preceding four months, showing a decrease 
in this period of 3,499 animals ; or at the rate of more than 850 per 
month. 

This, I submit, convincingly demonstrates the value of the 
means now employed to stamp out the plague. These were con- 
tinued, and the result was, in six weeks more the diseased animals 
amounted in all to only fourteen, ten of which were killed and four 
died, the last case of disease being reported on the 15th September, 
1866. Thus the cattle plague in Norfolk was stamped out, having 
lasted fourteen months and two weeks ; and although the pest did 
not entirely disappear from the kingdom until a year after, viz., in 
September, 1867, it was never re-introduced into Norfolk. 

By the end of December, 1865, the cattle plague had appeared 
in nineteen divisions in Norfolk, and in more than one hundred and 
twenty parishes, and at its extermination, only four or five divisions 
had escaped the infection : amongst these were Gallow, Greenhoe 

North, Mitford, and Wayland. 

£ s. d. 

The total number of oxen lost by the disease, was 6,380, of the \ * . - 

ascertained value of J ^'t 1 ' '3 4 

To which must be added a sum for those disposed of by forced "1 

sales and slaughter, in consequence of contiguity of disease, > 25,160 7 5 
of the estimated value of J 

To which may be added a further sum for waste of root crops \ _ 

and loss of manure, of the estimated value of at least J '' 

To which must be added the expenses of the county Ideal] 

authority, shown to be 4,181/. 7*. 6d., and those of. the > 5>42i 19 3 
Norfolk Cattle Plague Association 1,240?. us. gd J 



Which will bring up the total loss to the county of a sum] 

.. . ° r J > 100,000 - - 
amounting to J ' 

Prom the figures extracted from the published accounts, it will 
be seen that the compensation paid by the local authority of the 
county was 10,112?. 2s. 2d., whilst its expenses for performing the 
work were 4,181?. 7s. 6d. 

The Norfolk Cattle Plague Association paid more than double 
this sum in compensation, viz., 20,368?. 6s. lod. At a cost for 
expenses, including a large sum for experiments, of less than one- 
third of the above sum, viz., 1,240?. us. 9c?. 

The balance in the hands of the local authority of the county 
is 2,275?. 4 s * II( ^ That in those of the Norfolk Cattle Plague 
Association is 4,441?. 4s. 9^?. 



1868.] W. Smith— The Cattle Plague in Norfolk 401 

I have no intention in making this statement of drawing an 
unfavourable comparison between the local authority of the county 
and the Norfolk Cattle Plague Association. The circumstances 
under which they acted were different, and I am ready to admit 
from my own experience that the greatest care and economy were 
observed by both, as all those who had any transactions with them 
can abundantly testify. 

It will be seen by reterence to the statement that in the 
Aylsham division the sum paid in compensation by the Norfolk 
Cattle Plague Association was by far the largest amount paid by 
them in any division during the early period of the disease, namely, 
5,515?. 12s. 2d. This was caused by the want of power to deal with 
it at its outbreak ; had the Government sooner taken action, the 
probability is that it would have been stamped out of the county at 
a comparatively little loss. The disease was always two months, or 
more, in advance of the Orders in Council. The spread of the plague 
was owing to the unrestricted movements of cattle from and to the 
metropolitan and other markets of the kingdom. Beasts from 
diseased herds were continually bringing their streams of contagion 
into Norfolk, and nearly, perhaps all, the early outbreaks could be 
traced to the above causes. How much then should the Govern- 
ment be censured for its supineness and neglect, or for, it might be, 
its inability to deal vigorously and promptly with it ? 

At a much later period of the disease in Norfolk, viz., that which 
may perhaps be called the second outbreak, and which occurred in 
the division of Clackclose, we are startled to find that an experience 
of some twelve months was set at nought, and a system established, 
of which a laxity in carrying out the law and futile attempts to 
cure by the animals being chloroformed, were the more prominent 
features (and it looks very much as if the authorities were stupified 
too by their proximity to this anaesthetic), and the result was a cost 
to the county of the largest sum yet expended in any division, 
amounting to no less than 5,848?. is. yd. 

From the foregoing facts and figures we gather that the rinder- 
pest was introduced into Norfolk on the 1st of July, 1865 ; that it 
disappeared from the county in the middle of September, after 
raging for nearly fifteen months; that it appeared in nineteen 
divisions of the county, in more than one hundred and twenty 
parishes ; and that there were 880 outbreaks of the disease occur- 
ring nearly all over the county, but by far the greater number 
in the north-eastern parts of it ; that the disease attacked 6,674 
animals, 6,380 of which were lost, 294 only recovered, of the ascer- 
tained value of 62,417?. 13s. 4<2., to which must be added the 
expenses of the county local authority and Cattle Plague Association, 
and the further losses from forced sales, slaughter of healthy cattle, 
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cost for treatment, disinfection, waste of root crop, and elimination 
of manure, estimated to amount in the aggregate to little, if any, 
short of 100,000?. sterling. 

This is undoubtedly a large sum, but shows very favourably for 
this county, when compared with the attacks and results in others. 

Norfolk, with an area of 1,354,301 acres, with 92,673 head of 
cattle, had only 6,674 attacked, being a percentage on the estimated 
stock in that county of 6*876. 

Cambridgeshire, with an area of 525,182, with 31,731 head of 
cattle, had 7,875 attacked, being a percentage in the estimated 
stock of 21*226. 

Whilst Cheshire, with an area of 707,078 acres, with only 93,044 
head of cattle, or very few more than in Norfolk, had 67,703 
attacked, being a percentage on the estimated stock in that county 
of 52*286. 

In the county of Cheshire the Orders of Council and the law 
were generally disregarded, and for some weeks after the passing 
of the act for the appointment of local authorities, &c. (I know, 
being on cattle plague business in the county), that it was not put 
in force, 32,730 beasts were allowed to die ; and to these circum- 
stances, aided by the nearness of the occupations, and the prejudice 
in favour of treatment, must be attributed the immense and ruinous 
nature of the losses in that county. 

Surely no other examples can be needed of the insane practices 
of treating and endeavouring to preserve infected animals than 
these facts. And beyond all doubt the course of action that in 
future must be enforced, should this pest again break out in the 
kingdom, is to destroy at once the infected oxen and all that have 
been in contact with them or within the sphere of its baneful 
influence. 

We have already seen that it was twice in 1865 stamped out in 
Aberdeen, and we know that in the same year in Belgium it was 
exterminated with a total loss of no more than 459 animals, at an 
expense to the Government for veterinary and other aid of less 
than 4,000?. sterling. 

In France, in the same year, two outbreaks occurred, which were 
quickly stamped out by the Government and its veterinary officers, 
with the loss in the first outbreak of 43, and in the second of 34 
animals. It has been said here that the French Government was 
despotic and arbitrary, and that what could be effected there could 
not be done here : but it is to be earnestly hoped, that if another 
outbreak should occur in England, as is not unlikely, and probably 
at no distant period, a Government will be in existence in this 
country, unlike the late one, strong and determined enough to arrest 
its onward career, which the last one so signally and so shamefully 
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neglected to do, to the great loss of the agricultural and general 
public. 

It is further worthy of remark, that during that period of the 
cattle plague in Norfolk, when the movements of cattle were 
restricted by licences, and close inspection maintained, that the lung 
disease was held in abeyance, and the mouth and foot disease, 
except at the outbreak of the pest, quite disappeared; but very 
soon after these checks to the propagation of the disease were 
removed, our old enemies reappeared. I regret to state that these 
disorders, especially pleuro- pneumonia, are now prevailing and 
spreading in this and the adjoining counties. 

In proof of this, I may refer to the subjoined tabular statement, 
which I have collected from the books of the Norfolk Farmers' 
Cattle Insurance and Investment Company, which have been kindly 
placed at my disposal by the manager, C. R. Gillman, Esq., of this 
city. This company has been in existence twenty years, and has 
insured stock of the value of more than 2,ooo,oooZ. sterling, and 
has awarded during this period upwards of 8o,oooZ. in compensa- 
tion for losses among live stock ; its experience, therefore, must be 
valuable and reliable, which shows that previous to the outbreak 
of cattle plague, the losses from pleuro-pneumonia were periodically 
very severe. As soon as the restrictive ineasures were placed upon 
the movements of cattle, and fairs and markets prohibited, this 
hitherto incurable and most destructive disease almost disappeared ; 
and now that the free movement of beasts is again permitted, pleuro- 
pneumonia is once more asserting its malignant supremacy : — 



In 1858 the losses from pleuro-pneumonia upon the mortality"] 

from all causes of the whole number of neat stock insured in V 63^ 

this year were J 

In 1859 they were 45 

» '60 , 47i 

,, '61 „ 4ii 

,. '62 „ 46i 

» '63 „ 35 

., '64 „ 35 

,, '65 „ 26 

„ '66* „ 1 

„ '67 „ 8 

„ '68 up to 17th August, when these figures were extracted .... 30 



* The year when restrictions and licences were in force. 

Note, — Pleuro-pneumonia haying an incubative period of from fourteen to 
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Legislation has been urged on a little way in the right direction, 
as the act of last session is calculated to control pleuro-pneumonia 
in a slight degree, by inflicting a penalty on persons exposing 
animals so affected in the markets of the kingdom. Next session I 
hope it will take a step further, and prevent such animals from 
being moved from place to place on the public thoroughfares until 
all fear of infection has passed away; this would tend, in the 
opinion of those best acquainted with the subject, to give it a 
severe check, and consequently would be the means of cheapening 
animal food in this country more effectually than any other course 
that could be adopted (foreign importation not excepted). The 
growing desire to encourage and foster free trade by the importa- 
tion of foreign animals has, perhaps, its advantages, but certainly 
has its evils : for we are surely indebted to the foreigner for the 
introduction of diseases unknown for a century or more in England, 
of which small pox in sheep, introduced first in 1847 and several 
times since, and cattle plague in 1865, furnishes us with too true 
and too costly exemplifications, to say nothing of pleuro-pneumonia 
and mouth and foot disease, which some consider to be of doubtful 
origin, but which the majority of those acquainted with the subject 
consider imported diseases, and with a greater show of truth, as 
they made their first appearance in England contemporaneously, or 
nearly so, with cattle importation into this country, and they have 
for the last quarter of a century done, I believe, more to make 
animal food dear, than the importations have done to cheapen it. 
Free trade in animals to a great extent has hitherto been, I agree 
with the hon. member for East Norfolk, " free trade in disease." 

Before concluding this brief and necessarily curtailed sketch of 
the outbreak and statistics of the progress, decline, and exter- 
mination of cattle plague in Norfolk, it will be expected, perhaps, 
that some slight mention should be made of an analogous disease 
affecting sheep, especially as some few losses have occurred in 
Norfolk, alleged to be of the nature of cattle plague, and which at 
the time were the subject of much controversy and some angry 
feeling. I shall merely remark that about the 17th of August, 
1865, this disease was said to have broken out at Blakeney, and on 
or about the 1st September at Crown Point. According to the 
Government reports, which take no further notice of the disease 

forty days, is consequently slower in its rise and progress than cattle plague, and 
therefore does not directly excite so much fear when it breaks out in a herd 
of cattle, and is not nearly so infectious ; but practically its effect upon the stock 
of this country has had a powerful influence in making animal food dearer than 
many are inclined to believe, but who would soon understand if they would 
consult such authorities as are in existence, explanatory of its ravages since its 
introduction in 1842. 
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after the 10th November, 1866, seeing I suppose by this time there 
was no great necessity to do so, it appears that out of 596,683 
sheep in the county of Norfolk, only fifteen flocks had been affected 
with a disease at all traceable to bovine origin, and of which only 
2,393 died or were killed in consequence of its believed identity. 
Between 1,200 and 1,800 of these died from one flock at Grown 
Point, leaving very few deaths indeed to be accounted for in the 
remaining fourteen. It is worthy of note that a series of carefully 
conducted experiments were instituted at Crown Point by the 
medical committee appointed by the Norfolk Cattle Plague Associa- 
tion, to the furtherance of which the well-known liberality of the 
proprietor so largely conduced, were attended with a very doubtful 
result, at least so it struck me, inasmuch as thirty healthy sheep, 
comprising twenty lambs and ten shearlings, were closely associated 
in a fold there, contiguous to the park where so many had died and 
were dying from 10th October to 21st November, 1865, and during 
this period only four of the imported healthy lambs died in all, one 
of which was declared not to be affected with the disease analogous 
to cattle plague, and the ten shearlings lived, and were killed for 
the meat market at the time the fold was broken up on the 
21st of November, in a perfect state of health, although five of 
them had been allowed to roam at pleasure in the park in contact 
with the diseased lambs, and on the pastures where this great 
mortality had occurred. The opinion of many eminent flockmasters, 
as well as that of Mr. Woods, of Merton, in this county, so 
celebrated for his knowledge of sheep and their breeding, was that 
the dryness of the season and food, the overstocking of the pastures, 
and general mismanagement, were more the causes of death than 
the special disease above referred to. 

It will be found by the Government returns on the subject, that 
the sheep enumerated in Great Britain on the 5th May, 1866, were 
22,048,281, and that the total number of farms, sheds, or other 
places in which disease had appeared among sheep was 104; that 
the total number of sheep slaughtered healthy to prevent the spread 
of the disease was 419; that the number attacked from the com- 
mencement of the disease was 6,826 ; that the number killed was 
1,092; that the number which died was 4,640; that the number 
which recovered was 1,031 : and that unaccounted for was 63. 

These figures and facts relating to the disease of sheep in 
Norfolk and in Great Britain, I imagine will speak for themselves, 
and require no comment from me. 

In conclusion, I regret to announce that I learn from the 
London newspaper reports of the last week (which have yet been 
uncontradicted), that 1,290 foreign sheep have been brought by the 
ships, " Waterloo," from Rotterdam, and the " City of Norwich," 
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from Tonning, in such a diseased state, that they were all destroyed, 
as they were found suffering from variola ovina (small pox), and 
that so recently as on Monday last, the 17th August, 2,400 more 
were condemned at Brunswick Wharf, Blackwall, and ordered to 
be slaughtered, making a total of 6,090 sheep destroyed within a 
few days, and showing an excess of deaths of 162 sheep, in little 
more than a- week, over the aggregate number lost during the two 
years and three months that cattle plague existed in England. 
Moreover, from the same source I obtain the information that 
between 3,000 and 4,000 sheep arrive weekly in London from 
Harwich under very suspicious circumstances. No doubt the 
foreign dealers do with their stock, when they get an opportunity, 
precisely what the London cowkeepers did with their cows in the 
time of cattle plague — send the suspected, if not diseased, animals 
to market — and the metropolitan one seems now to be equally as 
accessible to the Foreign as to the English dealer, for this we have 
to thank the opponents of the Foreign Market Bill of the last 
session,*who will see, perhaps, when it is too late, the folly of the 
course they took. "We are, however, not without hope that a 
judicious measure will be carried in the first session of the new 
Parliament with regard to a market for imported animals, which 
will provide a remedy for the evil. 



